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POWERING AHEAD

It has been a busy year within
our utilities sector, as we con-
tinue to work with Scottish and
Southern Energy (SSE) under a
Framework Agreement, as well
as developing new relationships
within this sector.

Work with SSE included the con-
struction of a bentonite slurry wall
as part of an oil containment
solution for Lochcarnan Generat-
ing Station on South Uist.

Happy New Year to all and welcome to the Winter Edition of
our newsletter.

2008 proved to be a very turbulent year for all within the
construction industry. Not only have we seen the dramatic
effects of the credit crunch and economic downturn on new
residential projects but this has been compounded with the
onset of a global recession. 

It is clear that there are going to be very difficult times ahead,
however, MMA's workload is very well spread over many
sectors. This broad base of expertise will allow us to continue
to meet the demands of our Clients in these difficult times. 

Ken Simpson, pictured left, joined MMA
in 1995 as a director of the company.
Ken has a wide range of civil and struc-
tural engineering experience. He is heav-
ily involved in carrying out flood risk as-
sessments for proposed developments
and works closely with SEPA's hydrolo-
gists to arrive at deliverable solutions.  

Outside work, Ken is a keen walker and
inherited his Dads ability to play golf. He
is also a supporter of his local football

team and remains an avid member of the Tartan Army. 

A dawn start for the Contractor
sinking a wellpoint at Lochcarnan

MMA ASPIRATIONS
MMA have provided specialist and
architectural metalwork designs for
leading Scottish contractor, The
Blake Group, the most recent of
these includes projects using stain-
less steel and glass for corridors,
balconies, stairs and screens.  We
are currently working on the struc-
tural design for the Aspiration
Sculpture (see left) which is to be
erected in Greenock

MMA's CIVIC PRIDE
MMA have just provided a civil and
structural design service for
Inverkeithing Civic Centre on behalf
of Fife Council. 

At a cost of £2.2m, works included
the formation of a new access core
which was constructed to be sympa-
thetic with the grade A listed build-

ing adjacent.  The retained office block required substantial
temporary works to create an open plan area. Fife Council
archaeology unit investigated the redevelopment as the site
lies adjacent to a medieval Franciscan Friary.  

Our involvement included site
investigation, supervision of the par-
tial demolition of the existing
building, design of the new exten-
sions to the front and rear of the
property and the alterations to the
retained office block. 

The Civic  Centre opened in
November 2008. 
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Did You Know:
The first quarter of the New Year is statistically one of the     
worst for accidents occurring on site. 

THINK SAFE, ACT SAFE, BE SAFE

NHS FRAMEWORK ARRANGEMENT
MMA have secured a contract to provide civil
and structural engineering services for a variety
of planned maintenance programmes under a 3
year Framework Agreement with NHS Fife.
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT: ROBIN WILSON
Robin arrived at MMA in Octo-
ber 2005. Since leaving col-
lege in Cardiff, he has gained
over 12 years of experience in
geotechnical and geo-environ-
mental investigations on a
wide range of private and pub-
lic sector projects throughout
the UK. This has included
housing developments, road
construction projects, dock-
yard regeneration sites, mine
shaft stabilisation works and

the remediation of contaminated land.

After spending a year travelling the world, Robin landed in
Edinburgh and decided to stay. Outside work, Robin tries to
find the time to get out to the hills, grow vegetables in the
garden and keep his young family entertained. 

SPORTS AND SOCIAL
December saw MMA staff and
partners attend the Christmas
dinner dance at Keavil House
where they were serenaded by
the "ABBA
Experience!" 

Later that month
the staff had their
annual Christmas
lunch and
libations. Thank-
fully all personnel
are now ac-
counted for!

Congratulations to Tom and
Lesley who recently tied the
knot. The new Mr and Mrs
McGregor enjoyed a trip to
the Galapagos Islands, as
well as a day at Musselburgh
Races with family, friends and staff.

TOM SERVES AN ACE

Tom McGregor has been appointed
Honorary  Secretary of the Associa-
t ion for  Consultancy and
Engineering, ACE, in Scotland. This

body represents Scotland's Engineering Consultancies and co-
ordinates the sector's response to government on a range of
issues. Tom has been a member of the Scottish Committee of
ACE for the past two years and has been responsible for
producing the ACE Scotland Newsletter. 

SPECIAL FEATURE: 

GEO-ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING
The Geo-Environmental team within
MMA has grown from strength to
strength since it's inception 4 years
ago. The MMA Geo team consists
of three specialists in their field pro-
viding expertise in geo-environmen-
tal and geotechnical assessments
of brownfield land for residential,
publ ic  sector and industr ial
development.  

Headed up by Robin Wilson, see
our staff spotlight below, MMA Geo
can offer their services to clients

either as a stand-a-lone project or as part of a package from
MMA incorporating other engineering disciplines.  

Following our last newsletter, MMA Geo successfully submitted
over 13 applications to HMRC, for a variety of clients, for
landfill tax exemption in advance of the cut off date. 

LIFT OFF ON CARRIER PROJECT
MMA are delighted to be appointed as Engineers for a major
project for Babcock Marine at Rosyth Dockyard. The project
involves mobilisation works for the CVF aircraft carrier being
built at Rosyth. The works entail forming a route for Sponson
units to be transported in sections weighing up to 1000 tonnes
between sites for storage and later fabrication. Buildings will
need to be dismantled and re-built on the route, with
strengthening, widening and regrading of haul roads.

Next Issue: Spring 2009 ( Any feedback would be most welcome. If you would rather not receive our newsletter, please contact Iain Henderson at the address below.)
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CVF Facts and Figures

The new UK CVF Royal Navy aircraft carriers, HMS Queen Elizabeth
and HMS Prince of Wales, are expected to enter service in 2014 and
2016. They will displace 65,000t and will be three times larger than
the 20,000t UK Invincible class carriers.

The carrier will have a maximum speed of 25kt.  Each ship will have a
complement of typically 1,200, including 600 aircrew.
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Above: Excavator setting up
to auger on South Uist.��


