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After graduating from Heriot Watt
University in 1977, Frazer Coutts
joined British Aerospace and
worked on the design of airframe
structures.

Frazer has worked in private con-
sultancies since 1982 on a vari-
ety of projects including housing,
industrial and retail projects.

He joined McGregor McMahon &
Associates in 1998 and was
made a Director at the beginning
of 2001.

As a bit of light relief, Frazer is currently project manag-
ing an extension to his home where his wife is both the
architect and client!

We have now passed the half way stage of 2009 and
there is no doubt that the credit crunch has caused a
dramatic downturn in the housing market.

Fortunately our client base and project portfolio is broad
enough to enable us to diversify into other areas.

As a result the office workload is buoy-
ant and we are able to provide a quality
service to new and existing clients.

Energy Sector Still Buzzing

Work with Scottish and
Southern Energy has con-
tinued apace with several B
projects on the books.

Of particular note is the
proposed bunding of oil
tanks at Kirkwall Generat-
ing Station.

The works will entail the
removal of an existing
1700T capacity oil tank,
the formation of a new re-
inforced concrete bunded
wall and the subsequent
lifting of two existing 550T
oil capacity tanks into the
bund.

The project is currently
out to tender and is due to
commence toward the
end of the summer.

Top right: Existing situation

Above: Careful planning is required
to ensure the station has continuity

of supply

Role Modelling For School Kids

Rotary drilling at a Townhill primary school encountered
coal seams and abandoned mine workings at shallow
depth.

From the data MMA produced a 3D model of the ground
conditions to present the risk of ground instability relating
to the proposed development clearly.

Left: A flurry of
. activity as
~drilling starts at
Townhill Primary

|
“===gseams below

Work continues to be wide and varied within the geo-
environmental sector, ranging from assessments of sin-
gle house plots to commercial and industrial develop-
ments on brownfield sites, as well as investigation of a
number of sub-station sites for Scottish and Southern
Energy.

In some cases, private house builders are preparing sites
in readiness for future development, with desk studies
and investigations being carried out to support planning
applications.

Safety Spot:

Peter Eaton, the company director of Cotswolds Geo-
technical Holdings, became the first man to face court
under the new corporate manslaughter law.

He has been charged over the death of a 27 year old
geologist who was gathering soil samples in a trench
which collapsed and killed him in Stroud last September.

The charge alleges that Eaton’s company, because of
the way in which the organisation’s activities were man-
aged or organised, caused the death of a person by
gross negligence, which amounted to a gross breach of a
relevant duty of care owed to the deceased.

Regardless of the outcome of the case, it is a sober
reminder to us all that we are all collectively responsible
for site safety.

It should also serve as a warning that danger has no
respect for age or experience.

If there is any doubt about the risk you should not
undertake the activity.

THINK SAFE, ACT SAFE, BE SAFE
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Special Feature: Nursing Homes

Despite the current recession the Care Home Sector
remains buoyant. Kingdom Homes Ltd are one of our
major clients and have successfully completed two new
builds and three full refurbishments over recent years.

Kingdom Homes flagship home at Preston in Glenrothes
is nearing completion. The home comprises below
ground car parking together with sixty bedrooms, which
exceed the required standards for both space and
facilities.

Barogil House, Cluny, by Kirk-

caldy ( left),

Alexander House, Main Street,
Crossgates (top right),

Mossview at the Opera, Fran-
cis Street, Lochgelly (bottom

right).

MMA are presently working on a further new build in
Falkland and refurbishment in Kirkcaldy due to com-
mence on site in 2010.

Staff Spotlight: Clare Moore

Clare (pictured left) joined MMA in
February 2008.

After graduating from Edinburgh
University she spent 8 years
working throughout Scotland and
Northern Ireland on a variety of
civil & structural designs for the
private & public sector. These
have included office, education,
rail, airport and housing projects.

After a career break Clare re-

turned to engineering on a part-

time basis with MMA. The flexibil-
ity offered by MMA allows her to work around school
hours and to keep fit.

Clare has just completed the Brigg Novice triathlon and
a sponsored 100 mile cycle. Once recovered the next
challenge is the Glasgow %2 marathon!

McGregor McMahon flying high

Having secured a
framework agree-
ment with Scottish
& Southern
Energy, that sees
staff spending a lot
of time travelling to
sites, the company
now charters a
plane to fly it's per-
sonnel to the more far flung locations, such as Kirkwall
and the Outer Hebrides.

Despite rumours to the contrary, there is no intention to
extend this service out and provide holiday charters!

Tom and "Peggi" on Islay (above)

Summer also saw the completion of a Nursing Home in
Francis Street, Lochgelly. MMA provided the civil and
structural design input as part of the D&B team em-
ployed by Richard Street.

The care home is located
on the site of the old Op-
era House and works
commenced two years
ago with the demolition
phase.

Built in timber frame over
three levels, the home
comprises forty
bedrooms, with en-suite
toilet and shower facilities,
three open plan lounges
and a further two separate
television / cinema rooms.

Welcomes and Well Dones

It is @ warm welcome to Colin Wil-
son who joins us as a Technician
to work within our Energy sector.

Colin brings with him several
years of engineering experience
and reinforces our Energy team.

He will help deliver concrete and
steel frame solutions to our
Clients.

Congratualtions to Gary Heaney
(pictured right) for passing his
HNC in Civil Engineering in July.

Gary works within the develop-

ment team and is now concentrating on the black arts of
Micro-Drainage and PDS infrastructure modelling for
sites.

Next Issue: Winter 2009 ( Any feedback would be most welcome. If you would rather not receive our newsletter, please contact lain Henderson at the address below.)



