WELCOME

Welcome to the Autumn Edition of our newsletter.

With all major house builders pulling up their drawbridges, it seems beyond belief
how quickly the Credit Crunch and economic downturn has an effect on new
residential projects. By luck, or good judgement, the board at MMA has helped to
compensate this slowdown by new commissions in the Power sector. We have also
secured work in Rosyth Dockyard where major work is underway in advance of the
aircraft carrier contracts.

From a personal viewpoint, I'm charged with the company's continuous
professional development programme. | am therefore pleased to say that, whilst
training is one of the first budgets normally to be hit in such climates, we remain
determined to buck the trend by sourcing a lot of our CPD training internally.

Kenneth McCulloch, above, is a director of the firm and heads up one of the structural design teams. He joined MMA three years ago
from an international consultancy in order to remain, as he says, “at the pit face” and to contribute directly to a project’s success.

CITY QUAY, DUNDEE

City Quay is a £9.5m development of the former Panmure Shipyard
on Dundee’s South Victoria Dock Road.

The development comprises 73 units with the existing buildings and
new build 6 storey apartment blocks. These units, formed in a steel
frame, provide a prominent feature to the waterfront skyline.

Project Engineer, David Hunt, said that one of the main issues that
had to be addressed was the variability of the existing buildings with
walls proving to be neither parallel, nor plumb!

The Client for the project is Unicorn Property Group, for whom we
are currently working on a further £2.8m waterfront project to
convert the historic Clock Tower building into luxury flats.

DESIGN AND BUILD CONSERVATION ENGINEERING

MMA were employed, alongside architects Norman Gray +
Partners, by Life Property Development to convert, extend
and alter a Georgian Villa into 9 apartments. The Vvilla,
located on the prestigious Inverleith Place, overlooking
Edinburgh’s Botanic Gardens, was built in 1826. Works
included the demolition of the east wing, to permit the
construction of a penthouse. The structural design
reflected the need to conserve the building fabric.

Working with Cameron Harris, as part of a D&B team, we
have recently completed the design and supervision of new
units at Cavalry Park in Peebles for Rugbystore and
Rogersons Shoes.

This involved the design of steel portal frame units with
mezzanine floors, together with the design of the external
works including SUDS drainage and all parking/access
areas, and all on a floodplain to the River Tweed!
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SPECIAL FEATURE: LANDFILL TAX AND LAND REMEDIATION TAX RELIEF

As of December 2008, the disposal of waste soil generated from the
cleaning up of contaminated sites will no longer be exempt from Landfill Tax.
However, exemptions put in place before this cut off date will attract tax relief
until 2012. With Landfill Tax currently charged at £32/tonne, rising to
£48/tonne in 2010, and further rises anticipated beyond this date, it clearly
represents a significant cost implication for developers in an already difficult
climate.

By including a Landfill Tax Exemption application as part of our geo-
environmental investigation of a site requiring re-mediation it will, in many
cases, provide enough tax savings to offset the costs of the investigation
works. However, such an opportunity needs to occur now to allow sufficient
time to progress a site investigation and LTE application.

Remediation commencing at SSE Battery Point,

Stornoway

MMA can also carry out a review of sites that require remediation and determine if they qualify for rebate due to Land
Remediation Tax Relief. This tax relief measure was introduced to offset the financial burden associated with
remediation works of brownfield sites. It allows the deduction of 150% of the remediation costs, site investigation costs
and consultants fees associated with the project offset against the developer’s pre-tax profits.

RECRUITMENT

It is a warm welcome to Euan
Simpson who joins MMA from school
as a junior technician. Euan has
enrolled in our trainee programme
that will see him attend college to
complete an HNC in  Civil
Engineering.

It also sees yet another Raith Rovers

fan join MMA, taking the total to four,
almost their entire travelling support!

SPORTS AND SOCIAL

STAFF SPOTLIGHT: BLYTH BERWICK

Blyth joined MMA as an Associate Director in August
2007. He has over 26 years experience in
structural/civil engineering and transportation. This
includes traffic management, road safety and public
transport. He can undertake structural design in all
construction materials and has extensive structural
steel detailing skills. He also possesses project
management experience in civil/structural
engineering contracts.

Blyth made his mark immediately within the firm by winning the MMA golf
trophy on the day he joined the company.

Congratulations to Tom
McGregor (pictured right,
in fine mountaineering
pose) who, 16 years after
his first Munro, has
“compleated” his round in
July this year.

With nearly 20 friends and
colleagues accompanying
him to the summit of Beinn
Narnain, near Arrochar,
they celebrated with
bubbly and berries at the
top.

Tom assures us that there
are no plans to attempt a
second round.

August  also  saw
MMA'’s annual outing
which took place at
Cluny Clays for the
third year running.

Jack Gemmel took the
Go-Kart  Grand-Prix
crown, although he
was unable to take the
double with Tim Kelly
recording the best
time at the Honda Pilots.

Pictured on the winners podium from left to right is
Scott Christie, supreme champion Jack Gemmell
and runner-up, Kenneth McCulloch.

Next Issue: Winter 2008 (Any feedback would be most welcome. If you would rather not receive our newsletter, please contact lain Henderson at the address below.)
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